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As you may know by now, the entire New
Jersey General Assembly voted on the
above bill (A-3378) Monday, January
10. The bill passed the first house – but
just barely.

We knew it was unlikely that the bill
would NOT pass the Assembly, given the
stature in the Majority of its sponsor,
Gary S. Schaer.
At the very least,
however, we were hoping to hold the
entire Republican caucus together against
the bill to lay foundation for a strong fight
against the bill in the Democraticcontrolled Senate and, ultimately, with
our Republican Governor.

NJPCAC worked throughout the weekend
prior to the vote to reiterate our
opposition to the bill to legislators,
legislative staff, and other stakeholders.

There are 47 Democrats in the Assembly
out of a total of 80 Assembly members. A
bill passes the Assembly by a simple
majority.

OUT OF NETWORK
LEGISLATION PASSES
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Gary S. Schaer (D)
Chairman, Financial
Institutions
and
Insurance Committee
Lead Sponsor of A3378.
This bill passed by the bare minimum of
41 votes. Not only did we succeed in
holding ALL of the Republicans together,
we also gained support from some key
Democrats, like Herb Conaway and Lou
Greenwald.
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NJPCAC: MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
THE STONE CENTER OF
NEW JERSEY

The Stone Center’s hours of operation are
Monday through Saturday from 6:45 am
– 5:45pm. Urologists can schedule their
patients for lithotripsy, both ESWL and
Laser, and various other endoscopic
procedures
like
bladder
biopsy,
urethrotomy, vasectomy, TUMT and
BPH laser procedures using the
GreenLight Laser (GLL) and Revolix
laser.

The Stone Center of New Jersey is an
outpatient ambulatory care facility that
provides
ESWL
(Extracorporeal
Shockwave
Lithotripsy)
and
other
endourologic procedures.
The Stone
Center is licensed by the New Jersey
Department of Health and Senior Services
and accredited by The Joint Commission.
Located on the Newark-UMDNJ campus,
it is one of the busiest fixed site lithotripsy
facilities in the country. Transportable
lithotripsy services are also provided to 11
Ambulatory Surgery Centers in northern
New Jersey.

The new GreenLight XPS Laser system
will be available for physicians to use on
a trial basis this winter.

The Stone Center opened in 1987 and has
treated over 28,000 patients. More than
120 Urologists from 10 counties in
northern New Jersey are on staff.

The Stone Center employs a skilled and
friendly staff that works to provide
quality patient care in a pleasant,
comfortable, and safe environment. The
clinical staff is comprised of Nurses and
Lithotripsy Technologists who have all
recently
received
Lithotripsy
Professional Certification through the
Council
of
Urological
Interests.
Members of The Stone Center’s Nursing
and
Administrative
staff
have
contributed articles published in Nursing
Journals
and
Joint
Commission
Publications.
The Stone Center, led by its Board of
Governors, Dr. Patrick Ciccone, Chair,
Dr. Mark Miller, Vice Chair, Dr. Joe
DiTrolio, Treasurer, Mary Beth Guilbert,
Secretary, and Drs. Arthur Israel, Frank
Salvatore and Yale Shulman, is
committed to providing outstanding
urological services to the citizens of New
Jersey.
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GOVERNOR DELIVERS
FIRST STATE OF STATE
ADDRESS
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Immediately following the Assembly
vote, the Governor's Office reached out
to NJPCAC for our input on the bill for
the Governor. NJPCAC’s legislative and
legal counsel will be speaking to the
Governor's Counsel, at their invitation,
next
week.
Clearly, NJPCAC steered the ship on this
one.
We should be proud of our
work. The excellent reputation of the
Coalition
is
growing
quickly.
Thanks to all of you for your support.

	
  

His school reform proposals include
empowering principals; reforming or
closing poorly performing schools;
cutting non-classroom costs;

Governor Chris Christie delivered his
first State of the State Address on
Tuesday, January 11.
Christie laid the groundwork for his
budget address next month, saying he
would submit a balanced budget that
would not raise taxes.
The Governor’s only health care-related
comment
mainly
concerned
the
increasing cost of benefits provided to
state workers and state beneficiaries.
The Governor said, “….we need to
better control our Medicaid and health
care costs.”
He
said
he
would
call
for
comprehensive tax reform in his budget
address. However, he indicated that he
would not put in place tax cuts that the
state cannot pay for. He called for
immediate passage of his state pension
reform proposals, which include
increasing the retirement age, ending
annual cost-of-living increases and
increasing worker contributions.
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THE STONE CENTER OF NEW
JERSEY
Visit our website to find out more information
about The Stone Center and the Urologists on
our staff at www.thestonecenter.org.

adding merit pay; and basing layoffs on
merit, not seniority. He also called for
expanding charter schools, saying he is
ready to work with the Legislature to
attract the best charter school operators
in America to New Jersey.
The Governor’s full address can be
found here:
www.state.nj.us/governor/news/addr
esses/2010s/approved/20110111b.html

Each month, we will endeavor to
feature a different Coalition
member entity in this newsletter.
This will allow other member
entities across the State to know
what their colleagues are doing to
serve their communities and
promote the highest quality of
urologic care.

Questions, Comments, or Suggestions for Next Month’s Newsletter?
Website: www.njpcac.org
E-mail: info@njpcac.org
Phone: (866) 244-9682
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