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Teamwork.
That is often what it takes to get
things done.
Whether that be in our practices
treating patients with the help of
our nurses, physician assistants,
and administrative staff; in our
homes with the help of our
family members; or with the
numerous organizations and
associations to which we belong.
It is a simple fact of life that
when we all pitch in and work as
a team, things get done more
quickly and more effectively.
That also happens to be the case
with the New Jersey Patient
Care and Access Coalition
(NJPCAC). Our initiative to

modernize New Jersey’s selfreferral law, known as the Codey
Act, to protect referrals made in
the context of alternative payment
models was just such an effort.
With the Governor’s signature this
summer on our bill, New Jersey
became just the second state in the
nation to modernize a self-referral
law since the passage of the
Medicare Access and CHIP
Reauthorization Act of 2015.
But this success didn’t “just
happen” – it took a number of
NJPCAC members and
consultants working with
legislators and their staff to get the
bill to Governor Christie for his
consideration. From our counsel
Howard Rubin who alerted us to
the issue and drafted legislation to
address it; to our lobbyist Donald
Sico who arranged meetings and
shepherded the bill through
numerous committees and floor
votes; to our own NJPCAC
physician leadership who attended
meetings with legislators and their
staff, the Commissioner of Health
and staff to the Governor as well
as testified before committees in
Trenton; we all pitched in to get
the law changed.
I am grateful to all of those who
helped.

Honestly, however, we could
use a few more “hands on
deck.” As our coalition grows
and our issues broaden, it
would be helpful if members
could find the time to attend
meetings and fundraisers as
well as review and comment on
issues. Trust me. I know how
busy we all are, but together we
are making a difference and we
are the only group exclusively
protecting the interests of
independently practicing
physicians.
In the articles that follow, you
can read more about how you
can help NJPCAC promote and
protect the high quality, cost
efficient and convenient care
our independent practices
furnish to patients across New
Jersey.
My best wishes for a safe,
relaxing and enjoyable
summer!
Sincerely,

Alan P. Krieger, MD
President & Chairman

The New Jersey Patient Care and Access Coalition (NJPCAC) exists to promote and protect the high quality,
cost-effective and integrated care furnished by physicians in independent medical practices and other
non-hospital settings throughout the State of New Jersey. NJPCAC’s membership includes more than 200
practicing physicians and scores of additional healthcare professionals, including urologists,
gastroenterologists, radiation oncologists, pathologists, nurses and administrative staff, who have come
together to educate policy makers, regulators, insurers and other key stakeholders, including patients and
peers about legislative and regulatory changes that could adversely affect the quality and accessibility to
care provided to patients in New Jersey and those that could advance care in New Jersey.
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NJPCAC Board of Directors
Elects 2017-18 Officers at
Annual Meeting
The NJPCAC Board
of Directors held its
annual meeting at
Stage Left restaurant
in New Brunswick on
February 8th and
elected a slate of
officers to take the
helm of the group for
the next year.

Alan Plotkin speaks with Lili Brillstein

Codey Act Modernization
Becomes Law
Dr. Alan Krieger

Dr. Alan Krieger was addresses membership
reelected President
and Chairman. Dr. Robert Gialanella was elected
Vice Chairman. Dr. Pat Ciccone was reelected
Treasurer and Dr. Abe Horn joined the Executive
Committee for the first time as Treasurer.

Having received unanimous votes at every step
in the process (committee and floor votes), the
New Jersey Patient Care and Access Coalition’s
effort to modernize New Jersey’s self-referral
law known as “The Codey Act” is now law.
Governor Christie signed the bill into law on
July 13th.
This is our bill, which is now law:
A4334/S2724 (Conaway/Pinkin/Codey/Vitale)
“Requires alternative payment models to register
with DOH; permits health care practitioners to
refer patients to health care service in which the
practitioner has beneficial interest when related
to alternative payment model.”

L to R: Dr. Bob Gialanella, Dr. Abe Horn,
Dr. Alan Krieger, Dr. Patrick Ciccone

The Board set a budget for the coming year and
discussed issues of importance to the group,
including self-referral law modernization,
telemedicine, Horizon’s OMNIA plan and billing
issues. Lili Brillstein, Director, Episodes of Care,
Market Innovations for Horizon BCBS of NJ
was a special guest speaker.

The bill modernizes the state's "Codey Act"
which prohibits a health care practitioner from
making a referral to a “health care service” if the
practitioner has a “significant beneficial interest”
in that health care service, including “anything of
more than negligible value.” Although there is a
broad exception for medical treatment that is
“provided at the practitioner's medical office,”
these kinds of interactions outside the practice,
including collaborative models between hospitals
and medical practices and among medical
practices, are the concern of the bill.
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The purpose of the limited amendments in
A4334 is to safeguard the collaborations and
other interactions among health care providers
who seek to participate in value-based payment
arrangements for the benefit of their patients.
When the Codey Act was passed in the early
1990s, these kinds of collaborations and
financial arrangements simply did not exist.
A4334 ensures that New Jersey is a leader in
self-referral law reform in light of the move
away from fee-for-service payment models just
as the State was such a leader a generation ago
when it enacted the Codey Act.
New Jersey is just the second state in the nation
to modernize its self-referral law to ensure that
physicians—across medical specialties and sites
of services—are able to participate fully in
Alternative Payment Models. Maryland’s law
modernizing that state’s self-referral law went
into effect on June 1st of this year.

Assembly. The first was a resolution putting
New Jersey on record as being opposed to a
United States Preventive Services Task Force
recommendation opposing PSA screening. At the
time, New Jersey was the first State in the nation
to formally oppose the USPSTF’s
recommendation. The second measure amended
the Codey Act and allowed for new ownership in
lithotripsy practices. Oliver was Speaker of the
Assembly during the passage of both measures.
Speaker Oliver visited The Stone Center in
Newark in June of 2013 and met with former
NJPCAC President and Chairman David Taylor,
NJPCAC Treasurer Pat Ciccone and Stone
Center Administrators Mary Beth Guilbert and
Kelly Snyder.

Our updates to the Codey Act take effect "on the
first day of the seventh month next following the
date of enactment," which will be Feb. 1, 2018.
The Commissioner of Health "may take any
anticipatory administrative action in advance as
shall be necessary for the implementation of this
act."
NJPCAC will be working with the Department
of Health on any regulations that may be
promulgated to implement the Codey Act
amendments.

Murphy Selects NJPCAC Friend
Sheila Oliver as Running Mate
Democratic gubernatorial candidate Phil Murphy
announced on July 26th that he has selected
former Assembly Speaker and current
Assemblywoman Sheila Oliver of Newark as his
Lt. Governor running mate.
Assemblywoman Oliver has been a friend to the
New Jersey Patient Care and Access Coalition
through the years and was instrumental in
shepherding two critical measures through the

L to R: Dr. Pat Ciccone, Assemblywoman Sheila Oliver,
Mary Beth Guilbert, Dr. David Taylor, Kelly Snyder.

Hot Issues
Several key healthcare issues were considered in
Trenton during the final days before an expected
summer recess.
Out of Network
The Senate did NOT vote on S1285 (Vitale)
"Out-of-network Consumer Protection,
Transparency, Cost Containment and
Accountability Act." This legislation contained
the problematic "baseball style" arbitration
mechanism which would have forced an
arbitrator to choose between a number provided
by the plan and a number provided by the
provider without a middle ground. It is good
news that no vote was taken. No action is
expected on this bill until after the November
election.
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Telemedicine
S291 (Vitale, et. al.) Authorizes health care
providers to engage in telemedicine and
telehealth. This bill was signed into law by
Governor Christie on July 21st.
Ambulatory Surgical Center Licensing
S278 (Vitale) Requires surgical practices to
apply for licensure as ambulatory care facilities.
The bill passed the Senate recently but there has
been no action on it in the Assembly. It was
referred to the Assembly Health Committee
which is chaired by Dr. Herb Conaway.

Senate President Visits
South Jersey Gastroenterology
Senate President Steve Sweeney toured NJPCAC
member practice South Jersey
Gastroenterology’s endo center in Voorhees on
May 9th.

L to R: Dr. Alan Mushnick, Dr. Abe Horn,
Andrew Weiss, Senate President Steve Sweeney,
Patrick Stewart

NJPCAC Hosts Breakfast with
Republican Legislative Leaders
NJPCAC hosted a breakfast at the Westfield
Diner on June 6th with Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean Jr. and Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick. Attending for NJPCAC
were President and Chairman Alan Krieger, Vice
Chairman Bob Gialanella, former Chairman
David Taylor and lobbyist Donald Sico. The
Republican leaders updated us on the current
state of affairs in Trenton.

L to R: Dr. Abe Horn, Senate President
Steve Sweeney, Andrew Weiss

The Senate President was VERY generous with
his time with our small group, which included
NJPCAC Treasurer Abe Horn, Dr. Alan
Mushnick and South Jersey Gastroenterology
administrators Andrew Weiss and Lois Duffy.
Our lobbyist Donald Sico was also on hand.
The Senate President discussed a whole range of
issues including Codey Act modernization, the
Ambulatory Surgical Center tax; the out of
network issue; the Affordable Care Act and the
American Health Care Act; and issues involving
Horizon, including OMNIA. Coincidentally, the
Senate President's brother is a physician who
was in the same class at the School of
Osteopathic Medicine as Dr. Horn.

L to R: Dr. Bob Gialanella, Senate Republican Leader
Tom Kean Jr., Dr. David Taylor, Dr. Alan Krieger,
Assembly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick

NJPCAC Comments on USPSTF
Prostate Cancer Screening
Recommendation
The New Jersey Patient Care and Access
Coalition joined state societies and organizations
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from across the nation in commenting on the
United States Preventive Services Task Force
recent recommendation on prostate cancer
screening. The text of the letter can be found on
the NJPCAC website: (www.njpcac.org)

Advocacy Update

NJPCAC Member Appointed to
Board of Medical Examiners
Dr. Alexander
Gellman, a
urologist with
NJPCAC member
practice New
Jersey Urology,
was appointed to
the Board of
Medical Examiners
by Governor Christie on June 13th. His
appointment was effective immediately. This is a
real success for NJPCAC!

NJPCAC President Alan Krieger
Meets with Governor Christie

NJPCAC is Looking for
More Hands on Deck
If you would like to be more active in NJPCAC
activities including attending meetings and
fundraiser events with legislators, serving on
boards or authorities, serving on the upcoming
gubernatorial transition team or reviewing issues,
please reach out to Donald Sico at
dsiconj@gmail.com and we will get you
involved. We can always use a few more helpers.

By Donald Sico, Donald Sico & Co. LLC

“How Bad Is It?”
“It’s as bad as I have ever seen it.”
If I had a dime for every time I have heard that
from friends, lobbyists, legislators, State House
staffers and reporters during the past several
months, I could afford Caffè Vanilla Frappuccino
Blended Coffee at Starbucks. In fact, as one person
remarked to me recently, “It is baffling to me how
anything gets done in Trenton.”
It is pretty bad. The evidence of dysfunction in
Trenton is everywhere: The government shut down
for only the second time in the 70 years the 1947
State Constitution requiring a balanced budget has
been in effect. (The last shutdown was in 2006
under Governor Jon Corzine.) There is a
knockdown, drag-out battle going on to determine
who will be the next Speaker of the General
Assembly. And the PUBLIC name-calling (let
alone what was being said behind closed doors)
appears to have reached a fevered pitch. Without
naming names, here are a few examples:
“(He) wants to bully us into accepting a radical,
immoral agenda that serves to enrich his cronies.”
“It's a shocking abdication of leadership, but sadly
something the people of New Jersey are used to at
this point.”
“If there is an unusual fit of sanity on the part of
XXXX, I'll be here.”
So that is pretty bad but the question is: is it “as
bad as ever?”
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As Executive Director of the New Jersey General
Assembly for more than a decade and now as a
lobbyist for the better part of two more decades, I
have been part of and have observed the goings on
in Trenton for a long time.
But I always measure the current state of chaos
under the Golden Dome by the ability to get things
done. So not getting a budget done on time for only
the second time makes it pretty bad. But, on the
other hand, many things ARE getting done in
Trenton: Important things like school finance
reform; public pension reform and funding for the
transportation trust fund to name just a few. So my
answer to those who ask me if this is the worst I
have ever seen is usually, “Well, how bad can it be
if stuff is getting done? After all, you can’t be
labeled dysfunctional if you are functioning.”
I recently had the wonderful opportunity to have
lunch with the four Speakers of the New Jersey
General Assembly under whom I served (two as
Executive Director of the Assembly and two as a
“minority staffer”).

We all, of course, had our own “Donald Trump
Stories,” none of which I will share in this far-toopublic arena, but we also talked about “how bad it
is in Trenton” right now; about the partisanship;
the fighting; the name calling and the apparent
inertia.
But memories are selective. And if I am being
honest, I have to admit it occasionally got pretty
darn bad when I was there. I will cite just one
example:
Following the elections of 1991, when voters
elected veto-proof Republican majorities in both
the Assembly and the Senate, the Democrats
wanted to repeal ALL of the taxes enacted during
the previous two years they had been in charge.
Because their majority in the Assembly was slim
and one of their members was ill, another on
vacation and still another not available for some
reason, they could not muster a quorum (41 of the
80-member Assembly). They needed the
Republicans to show up. The Republican
Assembly members fled across the river to
Pennsylvania to deny Speaker Joe Doria that
quorum. We were trying to escape the State
Troopers who had been authorized by the Speaker
to bring us to Trenton to answer the quorum call.
The Speaker soon abandoned the effort to repeal
the taxes and we came back.
So THAT was pretty bad. I guess what happens in
Trenton is all relative.

L to R: Former Speaker Joe Doria, Donald Sico,
Former Speaker Chuck Haytaian, Former Speaker
Jack Collins, Former Speaker Joe Roberts,
Politifax Editor Nick Acocella
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