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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
protecting high quality, costefficient and accessible care
furnished to New Jersey patients by
independent specialty practices.
The work we did in 2016 – and will
continue in 2017 – proves this point.

Dr. Alan Krieger
President & Chairman

Leadership matters.
That simple fact is clearly evident
when it comes to the role that our
New Jersey Patient Care and
Access Coalition (NJPCAC)
played in 2016 as the voice of
independent specialty practices in
the State.
There are numerous medical
associations and other healthcare
related interest groups in New
Jersey. Many of us pay dues to
more than one association or group
which looks out for our interests
and keeps us up to date on what
takes place in Trenton, Washington
and the medical landscape in
general. What makes NJPCAC
unique, however, is that it is the
only organization that focuses
exclusively on promoting and

In early 2016, NJPCAC stood up for
independent practices in the legal
battles over Horizon OMNIA. We
filed an amicus (“friend of the
court”) brief in a lawsuit brought
against the Department of Banking
of Insurance for approving
Horizon’s new narrow network
OMNIA product which excluded
many of our member physicians and
hospitals at which they are
affiliated. We presented data
showing, on a specialty-by-specialty
basis, the impact that Horizon
OMNIA was going to have on
access to care in our communities.
Although the lawsuit ultimately was
unsuccessful, our Amicus brief
attracted attention from policy
makers and influence leaders across
the state.
In Fall 2016, NJPCAC took the lead
in efforts to modernize the State’s
self-referral law (known as the
“Codey Act”) to ensure that
physicians across all sites of service,
not just in hospitals, would be able
to participate in alternative payment
models and other value-based health
care initiatives. As of this writing,

the Assembly and Senate Health
Committees have unanimously
approved legislation spearheaded
by NJPCAC. We are hopeful of
quick passage and enactment by
the Governor. No other state in
the nation has advanced as far as
New Jersey on reform of selfreferral laws, something for
which NJPCAC should be very
proud.
Our work on behalf of
independent practices continues
in 2017. New sight of service
restrictions, telemedicine and out
of network reform are sure to be
near the top of our list along with
our continued work to secure
passage of the Codey Act reform
legislation. If there are health
policy issues impacting your
independent group practice’s
ability to continue delivering
high quality, affordable care to
your patients, please be sure to
reach out and let us know.
On behalf of the entire NJPCAC
family, I want to extend our
warmest wishes for a healthy and
prosperous New Year.
Sincerely,

Alan P. Krieger, MD
President & Chairman

The New Jersey Patient Care and Access Coalition (NJPCAC) exists to promote and protect the high quality,
cost-effective and integrated care furnished by physicians in independent medical practices and other
non-hospital settings throughout the State of New Jersey. NJPCAC’s membership includes more than 200
practicing physicians and scores of additional healthcare professionals, including urologists,
gastroenterologists, radiation oncologists, pathologists, nurses and administrative staff, who have come
together to educate policy makers, regulators, insurers and other key stakeholders, including patients and
peers about legislative and regulatory changes that could adversely affect the quality and accessibility to
care provided to patients in New Jersey and those that could advance care in New Jersey.
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NJPCAC Testifies in Trenton
New Jersey Patient Care and Access Coalition
Board member Dr. Robert Gialanella joined
NJPCAC counsel Neal Shah twice at hearings in
the State House in Trenton to testify in favor of
legislation modernizing the state’s self-referral
law (known as the “Codey Act”) to protect
referrals made by physicians and other
practitioners who participate in alternative
payment models.
Congressman MacArthur pledged to work with
DVU on issues related to treating veterans as
well as narrow networks and their impact on
patients in Burlington County.
If any member NJPCAC practice is interested in
hosting their local, state or federal
representatives for a similar tour, we would
welcome the opportunity. Please reach out to our
lobbyist Don Sico at dsiconj@gmail.com

“We are so grateful to have involved members
who are willing to give up their time to travel to
Trenton to support our advocacy,” said Dr. Alan
Krieger, NJPCAC President and Chairman. “The
dedication of individuals like Dr. Gialanella is
what gives our group strength.”
An update on the Codey Act modernization issue
and other pressing legislative matters can be
found beginning on page 5 of this newsletter.

Congressman Tom MacArthur
Tours DVU Center
NJPCAC member Delaware Valley Urology
(DVU) recently hosted NJ Congressman Tom
MacArthur (R-3) at its new Center for Advanced
Therapeutics in Cherry Hill. Joining
Congressman MacArthur on a tour of the facility
and a lengthy policy discussion were Dr. John
Murphy, DVU CEO, Dr. Lou Keeler, DVU
Board Member, and William Oresick, Center
Administrator and Chief Medical Dosimetrist for
DVU.
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NJPCAC Meets with
Assembly Speaker
New Jersey Patient Care and Access Coalition
Vice Chairman Dr. David Taylor joined our
lobbyist Don Sico at event for Assembly Speaker
Vincent Prieto this past October.
“Speaker Prieto seems genuinely interested in
the issues facing physicians,” said Dr. Taylor.
“We are blessed to have him as a friend and
ally.”
The Speaker and Dr. Taylor discussed a wide
range of issues including Out of Network reform,
narrow networks and Codey Act modernization.

Medicaid, Charity Care and other health care
funding in New Jersey.
Codey Act Reform - New Jersey is poised to
become the very first state in the nation to
modernize its self-referral laws early in 2017 and
protect physicians and other health care
providers who seek to participate in Alternative
Payment Models.
Telemedicine - When it comes to telemedicine,
New Jersey is one of the LAST states in the
nation to move forward. While the issue stalled
this past fall, it is likely to become a hot issue
again in 2017.
Narrow Networks - This is my “dark horse”
candidate for a hot issue in 2017. There appears
to be renewed interest in Trenton for finally
addressing New Jersey’s long outdated network
adequacy laws and preventing another “OMNIA
debacle.”

Strange Bedfellows Unite
An article in NJBIZ announced a new initiative
by three of New Jersey’s leading health care
groups that often find themselves on the opposite
side of issues.

The Top Five
“Hot Health Issues” for 2017
Our lobbyist, Don Sico, was asked to look into
his crystal ball and predict the five hottest health
care issues that will be played out in Trenton in
2017.
Out of Network - This is a perennial “hot issue”
and 2017 will be no different, but could this be
the year that legislation actually gets passed and
signed into law?
Health Care Funding or How Will “Repeal
and Replace” Affect New Jersey - Legislators
and the Governor will be keeping a close eye on
Washington and looking to see how the possible
repeal of the Affordable Care Act will affect

The Medical Society of New Jersey, the New
Jersey Hospital Association and the New Jersey
Association of Health Plans jointly announced
that they have joined forces to create the “New
Jersey Healthcare Executive Leadership
Academy” in partnership with Seton Hall
University. This was done in hopes of changing
the way future leaders in the industry manage
medical practice, hospital operations, and
insurance.
According to NJBIZ, “the goal is to build skills
and work with other sectors within the health
care system.”
The academy was started with $150,000 in seed
money from the Fannie Rippel Foundation. The
first program is slated for February and will
continue until June.
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Not Dead Yet:
OMNIA Case Remains on
Life Support
The three hospitals remaining in a lawsuit
challenging Horizon’s OMNIA plan were granted a
“Christmas reprieve” on December 26th when a
Middlesex County Superior Judge said a limited
scope of its suit could move forward. The judge
refused, however, to issue a sought after
injunction.
The original case included seven hospitals but now
only has three: CentraState Medical Center, Holy
Name Medical Center and Valley Hospital.
The suit by the hospitals is NOT the same suit
brought against the Department of Banking and
Insurance which was unsuccessfully fought last
spring. NJPCAC joined that suit as an Amicus
Curiae (or “Friend of the Court”) and submitted a
legal brief explaining how OMNIA would
adversely impact patient access to specialty care in
various part of the State.

The 2017 Gubernatorial Election:
Who’s In, Who’s Out and
Who’s On the Fence?
All 120 seats in the New Jersey Legislature as well
as the offices of Governor and Lt. Governor will be
up for grabs in 2017. Our lobbyist, Don Sico, takes
a look at who is in and who is out.

the nomination of his party, but would instead
concentrate on the Assembly elections.
The son of former Governor Brendan Byrne, Tom
Byrne, toyed with the idea of running, but has
since indicated he will not run. The same is true of
Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulop who for many
months was the front runner for the Democratic
nomination.
In:
Former Goldman Sachs executive and former
Ambassador to Germany Phil Murphy is the
overwhelming favorite to become New Jersey’s
next governor having all but locked up the
Democratic nomination. Murphy will be
challenged by Assemblyman and former
Democratic Party State Chairman John
Wisniewski, who rose to fame by chairing
hearings in the Legislature on “Bridgegate.” In
addition, Union County Senator Ray Lesniak just
ended speculation and announced he, too, will run.
Republican Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno has not
formally announced her candidacy, but you can
count the number of Trenton insiders who do NOT
believe she is running on less than half of one
hand.
Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli, a former Somerset
County Freeholder and owner of a medical
publishing company, has formally announced his
candidacy for the Republican nomination.

Gubernatorial Election

Other Republicans who appear poised to join the
fray are businessman Joe Rullo, Comedian Joe
Piscopo and Nutley Commissioner Steve Rogers.

Out:

Undecided:

The New Jersey Constitution prevents Republican
Governor Chris Christie from seeking a third term
so he is out.

Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean Jr. has not
definitively announced whether he will run for
Governor, but he remains on everyone’s “short
list.” Joining him on the Republican “maybe I am
running for Governor” list is Evesham Mayor
Randy Brown whose has a day job as kicking
coach for the Baltimore Ravens. On the Democrat
side, Essex County Executive Joe DiVincenzo has
not permanently removed his name from
consideration and is mentioned often.

Senate President Steve Sweeney, a Democrat,
announced this past fall that he is dropping out of
the race.
Republican Assembly Leader Jon Bramnick
announced in early January that he would not seek
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Advocacy Update

By Donald Sico, Donald Sico & Co. LLC

Two of NJPCAC’s priority issues were heating
up in Trenton at the tail end of 2016 as
Legislators tackled an aggressive pre-holiday
agenda. The Out of Network issue and the
NJPCAC-led initiative to reform New Jersey’s
self-referral law (known as the “Codey Act”) to
protect referrals made in furtherance of
alternative payment models, both saw action. A
third issue, Horizon’s OMNIA tiered network
product and its impact on hospitals and
physicians, has gone dormant.
Out of Network
Brand new coalitions have been created in recent
months to support and oppose out of network
reform. Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New
Jersey is funding one group: “Better Choices,
Better Care, NJ” made up primarily of business
and labor groups. NJPCAC is participating in
another coalition consisting of medical
providers, the “Access to Care Coalition.”
There appears to be general agreement on issues
of transparency and disclosure, assuring that
patients are told by their Plan or Provider what is
covered and what is not prior to a nonemergency treatment. Where the disagreements
lie is in how to resolve disputes. Horizon and
some labor unions would like to move to an
arbitration system that relies on a percentage of
Medicare as the benchmark, while NJPCAC and
other hospitals and providers are pushing for a
system that would recognize fair market value.

Final legislative action on the out of network bill
did not occur by the end of the year. One
committee, the Senate Budget and
Appropriations Committee, scheduled a hearing
on the matter only to have the issue pulled from
its agenda by the sponsor at the last minute.
NJPCAC members are encouraged to participate
in the Medical Society of New Jersey’s “Action
Alert” on the Out of Network issue. You can
easily contact your own legislators by going here
(your MSNJ username and password required):
www.cqrcengage.com/msnj/app/write-aletter?1&engagementId=149533
Codey Act Reform
Legislation advanced by the New Jersey Patient
Care and Access Coalition to modernize the
state's "Codey Act" to permit referrals made in
the context of alternative payment models was
UNANIMOUSLY and favorably released from
the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior
Citizens Committee on November 3rd; the
Assembly Health and Senior Services
Committee on December 5th and the Senate
Budget and Appropriations Committee on
December 15th. Identical bills are now ready for
votes before the full Senate and Assembly in
January or February. Neither house will meet
again until January 23rd.
In the Senate, S2724 (Codey/Vitale) "Requires
alternative payment models to register with
DOH; permits health care practitioners to refer
patients to health care service in which the
practitioner has beneficial interest when related
to alternative payment model" was amended and
approved with a vote of 9-0 with no abstentions
and no absent members in the Senate Health
Committee and 11-0 in the Senate Budget and
Appropriations Committee.
The two amendments – one requiring a six-year
review of the program by the Department of
Health and another to allow physicians to forego
registration under programs for which they were
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already approved by CMS – were supported by
NJPCAC and also approved unanimously. The
Assembly Health Committee passed an identical
bill sponsored by its Chairman, Dr. Herb
Conaway, by a vote of 13-0.
NJPCAC Board Member Dr. Robert Gialanella
and NJPCAC Counsel Neal Shah provided
testimony before both health committees.
OMNIA
Efforts to reform New Jersey’s network
adequacy and plan disclosure laws that were
introduced in the Legislature late last year in
response to the roll out of Horizon’s new
OMNIA tiered network product have stalled and
have little hope of enactment. Court cases – one
of which NJPCAC participated in as Amicus
Curiae (“friend of the court”) – have also hit a
dead end and there is little likelihood of a court
solution. NJPCAC continues to work with
Legislators on this important issue to craft a
solution.

organizations, providers, hospitals, insurance
groups, and consumer groups.” He is quoted in
the press release explaining, "Through these
meetings, it became clear that there are access
issues within both behavioral healthcare and
general healthcare networks. However, we heard
a number of differing opinions and information
on the root of the issue and how to ensure the
scope and breadth of healthcare networks is
comprehensive enough to meet today's needs.
This commission will take a much-needed and
long overdue look at network adequacy
regulations in New Jersey. My hope is that the
commission will develop a blueprint for needed
changes that will provide quicker, more reliable,
and more accessible care for every resident
seeking in-network treatment."
Telemedicine
The Chairman of the Senate Health Committee,
Senator Joe Vitale, and Republican Health
Committee member Diane Allen, have advanced
legislation to regulate the practice of
“telemedicine” in New Jersey.

2017 Emerging Issues
S291would require:
Network Adequacy
In a press release, Assembly Budget Committee
Chairman Gary Schaer indicated he would
pursue a new effort to revise New Jersey’s
outdated network adequacy laws. He introduced
A4394 “to help ensure New Jersey's health
insurance networks are meeting the changing
needs of healthcare in the 21st century.”
According to the Chairman’s press release, the
legislation “would establish the New Jersey
Commission on Health Insurance Network
Adequacy in order to review the state's network
adequacy regulations, which were adopted by the
Department of Banking and Insurance in 1999
and have remained substantially unchanged
since.”
Schaer says he developed the bill “after holding
numerous stakeholder meetings with healthcare

Insurance companies to reimburse telemedicine
services at the same rate as in-person visits;
Doctors to meet with a patient in person before a
prescription is written for potentially addictive
substances; The State Board of Medical
Examiners to write and adopt the specific rules
for practicing telemedicine.
"Telemedicine is especially vital for patients who
suffer from chronic illness, seniors who are
homebound, and families who live in rural areas
where they would have to travel very far to
receive medical care," Senator Allen told the Star
Ledger. "No one should have to choose between
paying for groceries and traveling to see a
doctor. By legalizing telemedicine, we can bring
the cost of healthcare down and expand access to
a variety of health services for millions of new
patients." NJPCAC will monitor this legislation
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Meet the Newest
Member of NJPCAC
Once again the New Jersey Patient Care and
Access Coalition is honored to welcome a new
member to our growing organization.
South Jersey Gastroenterology (SJG) with
offices throughout South Jersey in Atco,
Haddonfield, Hainesport, Hammonton, Marlton,
Sicklerville and Stratford, joined NJPCAC late last
fall. Joining our Board is Dr. Abe Horn.

NJPCAC is quickly becoming the leading voice of
independent practice in the State, extending to all
medical specialties. We are currently recruiting
new independently practicing physician groups to
join and will be hosting a webinar for prospective
member practices at 7:00 pm on January 17, 2017.
For details about the webinar, email NJPCAC legal
counsel, Howard Rubin, at
howard.rubin@kattenlaw.com or to RSVP, click
on the link in the invitation below.

“We are so pleased to have yet another quality,
independent physician group such as South Jersey
Gastroenterology join our ranks,” said Dr. Alan
Krieger, NJPCAC President and Chairman. “As
our organization gains new members, our
collective voice on behalf of independent practice
and the patients we serve grows even stronger.”
For over 25 years, SJG has been one of this area’s
leaders in comprehensive care for all
gastrointestinal diseases and disorders. Its 11 board
certified gastroenterologists are dedicated to
providing the highest quality of care, while
developing a relationship that allows patients to
feel comfortable and welcome. SJG has been
working with leading pharmaceutical and research
companies to investigate new cutting edge
medications and therapies to better manage
gastrointestinal diseases and better improve
patients’ quality of life. SJG’s goal is to provide its
patients with the most effective and efficient
therapies possible.
NJPCAC membership now includes the following:









Allied Digestive Health
Delaware Valley Urology
Garden State Urology
New Jersey Urology
Premier Urology Group
South Jersey Gastroenterology
Urology Care Alliance
The Stone Center of New Jersey

New Jersey Patient Care and Access Coalition
830 Morris Turnpike, Suite 303
Short Hills, New Jersey 07078-2608
866-244-9682 / info@njpcac.org

