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Dear NJPCAC Member:
It is hard to believe that it has
already been more than half a
year since I was elected to serve
you as President and Chairman
of the New Jersey Patient Care
and Access Coalition. The time
has flown by and we have
indeed been busy and active on
your behalf.
Following our success in
convincing Horizon Blue Cross
Blue Shield of New Jersey to

repeal a pending policy change
that would have severely limited
access to ultrasounds, we began a
series of meetings to promote the
elimination of Maintenance of
Certification requirements in our
state. I was honored to join others
and to be able to educate both the
Chairman of the Assembly Health
Committee, Dr. Herb Conaway,
and our lead Assembly sponsor,
Assemblywoman Valerie VainieriHuttle, on this important issue.
Our pleas did not fall on deaf ears,
and I feel confident that we will
see action on the legislation in the
coming months.
The voice of independently
practicing physicians is an
important one and without our
Coalition can get lost in the clatter
of both hospital-based and
academically-based physicians.
Our challenges are different, and
the way we conduct our practices
varies. In the meetings with public
policy makers that I have been
honored to attend, I can tell you
that they “get it.” They understand
that our issues, while sometimes
aligned with the greater medical

The New Jersey Patient Care and Access Coalition (NJPCAC) exists to promote and protect the high
quality, cost-effective and integrated care furnished by physicians in independent medical practices
and other non-hospital settings throughout the State of New Jersey. NJPCAC’s membership includes
more than 200 practicing physicians and scores of additional healthcare professionals, including
urologists, gastroenterologists, radiation oncologists, pathologists, nurses and administrative staff,
who have come together to educate policy makers, regulators, insurers and other key stakeholders,
including patients and peers about legislative and regulatory changes that could adversely affect the
quality and accessibility to care provided to patients in New Jersey and those that could advance
care in New Jersey.

community, often diverge.
And, through our consistent
education, State policymakers
have a growing appreciation
of the critical role that
independent specialty
practices play in safeguarding
access to high quality, costefficient care to patients in
New Jersey. My time leading
NJPCAC and interacting with
legislators and other
policymakers have made me
even more greatly aware of
the strong need for our
Coalition.
I hope you take a few minutes
to read over this newsletter
and, as always, if you have
suggestions for improvement,
do not hesitate to reach out to
me directly.
Sincerely,

Robert J. Gialanella M.D.
President & Chairman
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NJPCAC Meets with Assembly
MOC Sponsor
On October 21st, NJPCAC President and
Chairman Bob Gialanella met with
Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri-Huttle, the
lead Assembly
sponsor of
legislation to
eliminate
antiquated and
burdensome
Maintenance
of
Certification
requirements
in New Jersey.
He was
accompanied
by NJPCAC
counsel
Howard Rubin and our lobbyist Don Sico. The
legislation (A5665) is co-sponsored by Dr. Herb
Conaway, Chairman of the Assembly Health
Committee.
Dr. Gialanella provided an overview of
NJPCAC, speaking to the importance of
promoting and protecting the independent
practice model, and the reasons why neither
physicians nor patients benefit from burdensome
MOC requirements. Assemblywoman VainieriHuttle embraced the argument that the legislature
should promote life-long learning through CME,
but not life-long testing through expensive and
time-consuming MOC requirements.
Assemblywoman Vainieri-Huttle and her staff
were glad to see that 14 states have already
enacted MOC legislation and that New Jersey is
one of 16 states considering legislation. The
Assemblywoman fully understood the health
policy and practical reasons why New Jersey
should eliminate MOC.
Assemblywoman Vainieri-Huttle is ready to
support the bill through the committee process.
It does not, however, appear that there will be

enough time to consider the bill in the postelection or “lame duck” legislative session as
there will only be a handful of meetings held. A
committee hearing might have to await the new
legislative session, which begins in January.

Project Zero Race a Success
NJPCAC members were amongst the more than
450 participants in a Project Zero race held on
Sunday, November 3rd, at Valenzano Winery in
Shamong.
“We had a truly amazing day full of hugs,
smiles, and tears,” reported Renee Haney,
Director of Clinical Research for New Jersey
Urology (NJU) and the race organizer. “We
completed our mission again this year by raising
prostate cancer awareness, and we educated
everyone to encourage men to visit their doctors
to understand the risk. Early detection is key!”

More than 450 participants attended the 2019
race along with over 25 sponsors. More than
$95,000.00 was raised for prostate cancer
research and education through Project Zero and
organizers are still hopeful of hitting their
$100,000 goal by the end of the year.
The event included a breakfast for
survivors/patients and their families, a pre-race
stretch, a kids’ dash, wonder woman, a face
painter, a balloon artist and post-race Yoga,
along with a very emotional survivor/caregiver
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-----ceremony. The day ended with a glass of wine
and some food inside the winery.
CEO Scott Ciccarelli was in attendance with a
great showing from the physicians and staff of
NJU. Organizers are hopeful of conducting
Project Zero races in both the northern and
southern parts of the state in 2020.
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apprised of further developments on this
important issue.

Republicans Gain Seats in
November Election
In a relatively quiet election year in New Jersey
where only the Assembly and a single Senate
seat was up for election, Republicans appear to
have gained as many as four seats in the
Assembly and picked up the lone Senate seat up
for grabs. Democrats currently hold a 54-26 seat
advantage in the 80-member Assembly. The
election results are still to be certified by the
New Jersey Secretary of State’s office.
With 100% of districts reporting, Republicans
won a Senate seat in the 1st District, which
includes Cape May County and parts of
Cumberland and Atlantic counties, as attorney
Mike Testa defeated incumbent Senator Bob
Andrzejczak, an Assemblyman who was
appointed to the seat after Jeff Van Drew was
elected to Congress last year.

Department of Banking and Insurance
Moves on Out of Network Regulations
In late October, the Department of Banking and
Insurance distributed a “Synopsis of Proposed
New Rules and Amendments to Implement” the
Out of Network law, which was signed into law
by Governor Murphy in June of 2018 and
became effective in August of that year. The
Department is seeking input from the medical
community on the 36-page document prior to
publishing a proposed rule to fully implement
the law and provide guidance to health care
providers, consumers and insurance carriers.
NJPCAC is working closely with other physician
organizations, including the Medical Society of
New Jersey, to review the synopsis and provide
input to the Department. We will keep you

Also in the 1st District, Republicans Antwan
McClellan, an Ocean City councilman, and Erik
Simonsen, mayor of Lower Township, defeated
Democratic incumbents R. Bruce Land and
Matthew Milam.
In the 2nd District, which includes Atlantic City,
we could also see Republican gains in the
Assembly although the race was still too close to
call at press time. Republicans Phil Guenther, a
former Brigantine mayor, and John Risley, an
Atlantic County freeholder, were leading
Democratic incumbents Vince Mazzeo and John
Armato.
In the only other election of newsworthy
significance, Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick, a longtime champion of NJPCAC
issues, fended off a strong challenge from
Democrats and was re-elected in the 21st
District. Dr. Herb Conaway, Chairman of the
Assembly Health Committee and another
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NJPCAC champion, easily won re-election to his
7th District Burlington County seat.

CHE’s System Office, she served for eight years
as CEO at St. Francis Medical Center in Trenton.

Prior to the 2021 elections at which the Governor
and all Assembly and Senate seats will be up, a
new legislative map will be drawn based on 2020
U.S. Census numbers.

Ms. Persichilli received her nursing diploma
from the St. Francis Hospital School of Nursing,
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing summa cum
laude from Rutgers University, and a Master of
Arts in Administration summa cum laude from
Rider University. She also received an honorary
Doctor of Health degree from Georgian Court
University in 2009. In May 2011, Ms. Persichilli
received an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
from Sacred Heart University in Fairfield,
Connecticut.

New Health Commissioner Named
by Governor Murphy
Governor Phil Murphy named Judith M.
Persichilli, R.N., B.S.N., M.A., as Acting
Commissioner of Health last summer, replacing
Dr. Shereef Elnahal,
who was appointed
President and CEO of
University Hospital in
Newark. Ms.
Persichilli began
serving as Acting
Commissioner of
Health on August 5,
2019.
Prior to leading the
Department, Ms. Persichilli served as the Acting
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of University
Hospital in Newark.
Ms. Persichilli was president emerita of Catholic
Health East (CHE) Trinity Health, the health
ministry formed in May 2013 by the
consolidation of Catholic Health East and Trinity
Health of Livonia, Michigan. She previously
served as the interim president and chief
executive officer (CEO) of CHE Trinity Health.
Prior to this appointment, Ms. Persichilli was
President and CEO of Catholic Health East.
Ms. Persichilli joined CHE in 2003 as the
Executive Vice President of the Mid-Atlantic
Division. She was promoted to Executive Vice
President of acute care for the system in 2008
and then to Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer in December 2009 before
assuming the role of CEO. Prior to joining

In 2006, Ms. Persichilli was inducted into the
New Jersey State Nurses Association Hall of
Honor. She also received the Catholic Charities,
Diocese of Trenton’s highest honor when she
was awarded the 2008 Richard J. Hughes
Humanitarian Award. In 2011, Ms. Persichilli
was named one of the 50 most powerful people
in New Jersey health care by NJ Biz and was
selected by KYW Newsradio as a recipient of its
annual Women’s Achievement Award. She also
received the 2011 Edward J. Ill Excellence in
Medicine Award for Outstanding Medical
Executive. In September 2011, Ms. Persichilli
was awarded the Benemerenti Medal, a papal
honor bestowed on her by Pope Benedict XVI.
In October 2011, the Philadelphia Business
Journal’s inaugural Healthcare Innovation
Awards program named Persichilli as the
recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award.
Persichilli was named to Becker’s Hospital
Review’s “300 Hospital and Health System
Leaders to Know” list in 2012, which recognizes
individuals leading prominent American health
care organizations.
Persichilli co-founded the Catholic Foundation
of Greater Philadelphia, which provides
fundraising support to organizations throughout
the Greater Philadelphia region. In April 2013,
Modern Healthcare named Persichilli to its 2013
list of Top 25 Women in Healthcare.
Ms. Persichilli resides in Pennington.

